














LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


“NEC TENUI PENNA.” 








Vol. X. 


LOUISVILLE, NOVEMBER 27, 1880. 


No. 22. 








B. 0. COWLING, A. M., M. D,, and L. P. YANDELL, M.D. 
EBDITORS. 








TueE death of Dr. Thomas Wood, of Cin- 
cinnati, is announced. He held during life 
a very prominent position among the sur- 
geons of the West; was at one time con- 
nected with the Ohio Medical College, the 
Dental College, and for a time edited the 
Western Lancet. Dr. Wood was very much 
beloved by an immense circle of friends, 
and his death entails a great social and pro- 
fessional loss. He died from blood-poison 
contracted while attending the wounded in 
a late railway accident. He had once be- 
fore, after the battle of Shiloh, been poi- 
soned in a similar manner, but escaped with 
the loss of a portion of his thumb. He was 
in his sixty-seventh year at the time of his 
death. 





BucHANAN, the diploma-monger, is got 
again. The courts have adjudged him guilty 
of bogus suicide and attempt to defraud the 
state of the amount of his recognizance— 
five thousand dollars. The special matter 
of his bogus diplomas has not yet been 
reached, and somehow or other we fear the 
wily old devil will prove too much for even 
his determined pursuers. 





Tue schools of Louisville are reported 
as in a prosperous condition. The loss to 
attendance by the rise of fees amounts to 
about twenty per cent. It is to be hoped— 
and there ought to be no doubt about the 
matter—there will be concert of action next 
year among all competing establishments. 
VoL. X.—No. 22 


A CIRCULAR of the Messrs. Houghton, Mif- 
flin & Co. announces that on the 1st of Jan- 
uary Dr. J. Collins Warren will retire from 
the editorial chair of the Boston Medical 
Journal, and will be succeeded by Dr. Shat- 
tuck. Dr. Warren has conducted the Journal 
with wonderful ability. During his regime 
its shape was changed from one bordering 
on the provincial to its present metropolitan 
proportions, in which every department is 
kept up to a first-class standard. Dr. Shat- 
tuck succeeds to a great work, and it is pleas- 
ing to know that his promise to maintain it 
is excellent. 





Tue paper of Professor Briggs on Intes- 
tinal Obstructions and Operative Measures 
for their Relief, which was read before the 
Tri-States Society at Evansville, is repub- 
lished in the Indiana Medical Journal. It 
is the work of an excellent writer and bold 
operator, and will prove of immense inter- 
est to those seeking evidence upon the mo- 
mentous question of which it treats. 





Tue Board of Trade of New Orleans ac- 
knowledges the indebtedness of Louisiana 
to the Signal Service in the preservation of 
the sugar crops of the state. The timely 
warning of Old Prob allowed the planters 
to stir around in season to save the cane. 





Dr. ABRAHAM OWEN, the new president 
of the Tri-States Medical Society, was nom- 
inated and elected upon the site where his 
father, forty years ago, studied medicine in 
the office of the great Daniel Drake. 





Original. 


A NICKEL IN THE PHARYNX DISLODGED 
AFTER EIGHT YEARS AND TWO MONTHS. 


BY DON SINGLETARY, M. D. 


In 1876 I was called to see Mollie Dodson, 
aged seven years, and found her suffering 
with broncho-pneumonitis. She is a farm- 
er’s daughter, and the family history is good ; 
was born October 13, 1869, and had been 
healthy and robust till February 26, 1872. 
At this time, while playing with a nickel, 
she swallowed it. She suffered much. Dr. 
Reno was called, and he treated her through 
a case of “pneumonia.’’ During that year 
she had two other attacks of “‘ pneumonia,”’ 
and one or two attacks each year after. 
From the day of the accident she was deli- 
cate, short of breath, could not play much, 
and had a melancholy appearance generally. 
She ate very slowly and with great care, for 
she could not swallow any solid food, such 
as lean meat, chicken, etc. Nor could she 
eat dry bread. It was always necessary for 
her to have some fluid when she ate, that her 
food might be washed down. Her throat 
was sore during the first year; her stomach 
irritable, and she vomited often with great 
difficulty. 

More than four years had passed when I 
first saw her, and it was with much suffering 
that she recovered from broncho-pneumo- 
nitis. I then told the parents that the nickel 
was lodged, and was the prime cause of all 
her troubles, and, if they would bring her to 
my office when she was well, that I would 
extract it if the surroundings would justify 
me. At the same time, I told them that she 
might die when the nickel was dislodged, but 
if it remained she would surely die of its ef- 
fects. They could not realize that it was 
still there, from the fact that four doctors 
had attended her at times during her many 
attacks, and not one had claimed that the 
nickel was lodged, but, to the contrary, one 
of them said that it had no connection in 
any way with her sickness, 

On the night of April 27, 1880, she vom- 
ited some half gallon of matter, intermixed 
with “blood and corruption.” This was 
just eight years, two months, and one day 
from the accident, and twelve days later 
(May gth) she passed the nickel per anum. 
The nickel is quite black and corroded, and 
yet it presents every feature plainly. It 
weighs eight grains less than an ordinary 
nickel, and as it waseprobably new at that 
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time it may have lost more than eight 
grains. 

Miss Mollie D. is now well, hearty, ro- 
bust, playful; and can run, play, jump, holla, 
talk, eat, etc., the same as other children—a 
thing that has heretofore been entirely un- 
known of her. She is improved in growth, 
weight, color, and voice very much. 

I have examined all the records at my 
command and am unable to find a parallel, 
I find many cases of foreign bodies in the 
pharynx and esophagus, but all of short du- 
ration, save one reported in Erichsen, where 
a man swallowed a piece of gutta-percha, 
and it remained in the gullet a little more 
than six months and was vomited up, but 
the man fell down dead. 

ARLINGTON, Ky. 





Gorrespondence. 


A CASE OF UMBILICAL HEMORRHAGE. 


To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 

On the 13th of October, about 3 o’clock 
A.M., I was called to a negro woman of nine- 
teen in her first labor. After a comparatively 
easy labor she was delivered of a fine male 
child. Next day I called to see the mother 
and child and found them getting on well. 
That evening, about 8 o’clock, I was sum- 
moned to the child, the father saying it was 
bleeding to death from the navel. I found 
the child bleeding from a fissure where the 
umbilical cord joined the abdominal walls. 
The blood was oozing from the opening and 
flowing down the side of the abdomen in a 
small stream. I applied scrapings of leather 
saturated in a mixture of tinct. of iron and 
acetate of lead, and put a tight band around 
the body over the umbilicus. The bleeding 
ceased for about ten minutes, and then re- 
commenced, but not so profusely as at first. 
I then ordered some persulphate of iron, but 
before the medicine came the hemorrhage 
had ceased. I directed some of the iron to 
be sprinkled over the source of the hemor- 
rhage, and a pad wet in the iron solution 
be placed over the umbilicus, a tight binder 
over it around the child, and that it should 
not be taken off for three days. No more 
hemorrhage occurred, and the child made a 
good recovery. J. E. Watt, M.D. 

CARTHAGE, TEXAS. 





A snowy Thanksgiving in Kentucky. 
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Books and Pamphlets. 


A TREATISE ON DIPHTHERIA. By A. Jacobi, M.D., 
Clinical Professor of Diseases of Children in the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, New York; Physi- 
cian to Bellevue, Mount Sinai, and the German hos- 
pitals; etc. New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 27 Great 
Jones Street. 1880. For sale by John P. Morton & 
Co., Louisville. 


TExT-BOOK OF THE PHYSIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 
OF THE ANIMAL Bopy, including an account of the 
Chemical Changes occurring in Disease. By Arthur 
Gamgee, M.D. F.R.S., Professor in the Victoria Uni- 
versity, Manchester; Brackenburg Professor of Phys- 
iology in Owens College. With illustrations. Vol. I. 
London: McMillan & Co, 1880. For sale by John 
P. Morton & Co., Louisville. 


THE ORTHOPRAGMS OF THE SPINE: An Essay on 
the Curative Mechanisms applicable to Spinal Curv- 
ature. Exemplified by a typical collection lately pre- 
sented to the Parke’s Museum of Hygiene, University 
College, London. By Robert Heather Bigg. Lon- 
don: J. & A. Churchill, New Burlington Street. 1880. 


CUTANEOUS AND VENEREAL MEMORANDA. By 
Henry G. Piffard, A.M., M.D., Professor of Derma- 
tology, University of the City of New York; Surgeon 
to Charity Hospital, etc.; and George Henry Fox, 
A.M., M.D., Surgeon to the New York Dispensary; 
Lecturer on Diseases of the Skin, College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, New York; etc. Second edi- 
tion. New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great Jones 
Street. 1880. For sale by John P. Morton & Co., 
Louisville. 


A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON SURGICAL DIAGNO- 
sis: Designed as a Manual for Practitioners and Stu- 
dents. By Ambrose L. Ranney, A.M., M.D., Adjunct 
Professor of Anatomy, and late Lecturer on the Sur- 
gical Diseases of the Genito-urinary Organs and on 
Minor Surgery, in the Medical Department, Univer- 
sity of the City of New York; late Surgeon to the 
Northwestern and Northern dispensaries; Resident 
Fellow of New York Academy of Medicine; Mem- 
ber of the Medical Society of the County of New 
York; etc. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 
New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great Jones Street. 
1880. For sale by John P. Morton & Co., Louisville. 


MANUALS OF HEALTH: ON HEALTH AND Oc- 
CUPATION. By Benjamin Ward Richardson, M. D., 
F.R.S., M.A., LL. D., F.S.A., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Honorary Physician to the 
Royal Literary Fund. Published under the direction 
of the Committee of General Literature and Educa- 
tion, appointed by the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge. London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, 77 Great Queen St., Lincoln’s- 
Inn-Fields; 4 Royal Exchange; 48 Piccadilly; and 
by all booksellers. New York: Potts, Young & Co. 
1879. 


A Device To FACILITATE THE REMOVAL OF 
Deer WIRE SUTURES IN THE OPERATION FOR Rup- 
TURED PERINEUM. By Aug. F. Erich, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Diseases of Women, College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Baltimore, Md. Reprint from Mary- 
land Medical Journal. 
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A TREATISE ON THERAPEUTICS, Translated by 
D. F. Lincoln, M.D., from French of A. Trousseau, 
Professor of Therapeutics in the Faculty of Medi- 
cine of Paris, Physician to the Hétel Dieu, Member 
of the Academy of Medicine, Commander of the 
Legion of Honor, ex-Representative of the People 
in the Constituent Assembly, etc.; and H. Pidoux, 
Member of the Academy of Medicine, Honorary Phy- 
sician to the Hospitals, Inspector of Eaux-Bonnes, 
Honorary President of the Société de Thérapeutique, 
Honorary Member of the Royal Belgian Academy 
of Medicine, etc. Ninth edition, revised and en- 
larged, with the assistance of Constantine Paul, Pro- 
fessor Agrégé in the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, 
Physician to the Hépital St. Antoine, Sécrétaire-gen- 
eral of the Société de Thérapeutique. Vol. III. New 
York: Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great Jones St. 1880. 
For sale by John P. Morton & Co., Louisville. 


OPHTHALMIC AND OTIC MEMORANDA. By D.B. 
St. John Roosa, M. D., Professor of Ophthalmology 
in the University of the City of New York, Professor 
of Ophthalmology and Otology in the University of 
Vermont, Surgeon to the Manhattan Eye and Ear 
Hospital; and Edward T. Ely, M.D., Assistant to the 
Chair of Ophthalmology, University of City of New 
York; Assistant Surgeon, Manhattan Eye and Ear 
Hospital; Surgeon to Charity Hospital. Revised edi- 
tion. New York: William Wood & Co, 1880, For 
sale by John P. Morton & Co., Louisville. 


SEVEN CASES OF RETROFLEXION OF THE UTERUS 
WITH PERITONEAL ADHESIONS OF THE FUNDUS IN 
THE HOLLOW OF THE SACRUM, TREATED BY FORCI- 
BLE SEPARATION OF ADHESIONS. By Aug. F. Erich, 
M.D., Professor of Diseases of Women in the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore, Md.; 
Surgeon in Charge of the Maryland Woman’s Hos- 
pital, etc. Reprint from American Journal of Obstet- 
rics and Diseases of Women and Children, October, 
1880. 


A Case OF COMBINED INTRA-UTERINE AND AB- 
DOMINAL PREGNANCY; the first child born naturally 
at eight months, the second delivered alive at term 
by laparotomy. By H. P. C. Wilson, M.D., President 
of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland 
and of the Baltimore Academy of Medicine, Gyne- 
cologist to St. Vincent’s Hospital and the Union Prot- 
estant Infirmary, Consulting Physician to St. Agnes 
Hospital, Fellow of the American Gynecological So- 
ciety, etc. Reprint from American Journal of Obstet- 
rics and Diseases of Women and Children, October, 
1880. 





Pharmaceutical. 


CascaRA SaAGRADA.— The Cascara Sagrada, 
for whose introduction to the profession we 
are indebted to the Messrs. Parke, Davis & 
Co., has proved an excellent remedy in con- 
stipation. It may be remembered that when 
it was intodruced a rival firm was active in 
denouncing the preparation as both bogus 
and bad. Time seems to have convinced 
them of the contrary, and they now issue a 
preparation of their own. 
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Miscellany. 


Opium— ALCOHOL—TEA.— The time has 
apparently come round again for an outburst 
against the opium traffic with China, and 
as usual all kinds of wild stories are being 
propagated as to the injuries thus inflicted 
on the poor Chinese—how the opium traffic 
has been forced upon them, how they have 
rebelled against it, and so forth (Medical 
Times Gazette). The questions in dispute 
resolve themselves into two: First, whether 
the opium traffic has been forced upon the 
Chinese? and secondly (which is the only 
point that concerns us), is this traffic an un- 
mitigated evil? A sufficient answer to the 
question as to whether we are justified. in 
selling opium to the Chinese is simply this: 
That the Chinese will have opium, and if 
we do not supply it others will, or, as is now 
very largely the case, they will soon grow it 
themselves; and surely no one will contend 
that such a traffic as that which went on for 
many years in smuggling opium is more con- 
ducive to morality than that which is car- 
ried on in the light of day under due regu- 
lations and with legal authority. We have: 
been specially induced to make some obser- 
vations on the subject by a paper from the 
pen of Deputy Surgeon-general J. W. Moore, 
who has in two successive numbers of the 
Indian Medical Gazette written on opium 
and the opium traffic. His object is to show 
that the moderate use of opium is not more 
deleterious than the moderate use of alcohol; 
that its excessive use or abuse should rightly 
be compared with the excessive use of alco- 
hol; and that the pictures of the two should 
go side by side; that the effects of the ex- 
cessive use of opium should not be taken as 
constituting a true likeness of what it pro- 
duces when used in moderation, and that so 
used it is often beneficial. There is much 
truth in all this, but neither is it the whole 
truth. We know many substances, among 
which opium takes a prominent place, have 
the effect of enabling men to go through 
much fatigue and labor of the most depress- 
ing and exhausting kind, without for the 
time feeling its effects. Alcohol, too, has the 
same influence, but in a different degree ; 
but there is probably an essential difference 
between the two processes. Opium, as we 
take it, has the effect first of all of quicken- 
ing the circulation, but if taken by the un- 
initiated in more than the smallest apprecia- 
ble quantity it dulls sensation and lowers all 
forms of vital activity. But if not carried 


too far this condition is not incompatible 
with great and prolonged exertion coupled 
with diminished or retarded tissue-change. 
But ex nthilo nihil fit, and opium is not food, 
so that sooner or later the bodily loss re- 
quires to be made up somehow. So, too, of 
alcohol, but in a different degree; the stim- 
ulant effects of alcohol are more marked 
than those of opium. By its action on the 
cutaneous capillaries, more immediately ap- 
parent than that of opium, it gives a sensa- 
tion of heat, and may often do good by di- 
verting blood from the portal system, espe- 
cially in malarious regions; but if it acts 
more speedily than does opium its effects 
sooner pass away, and the reaction being 
more sudden is felt more acutely according- 
ly. Both are useful in their way, but their 
place and power are not identical. More- 
over, if we mistake not, out of alcohol some 
force must be developed —all the alcohol 
which is consumed is certainly not elimi- 
nated as alcohol; and if it undergoes any 
chemical change at all the change must be 
of such a nature as to develop force in some 
form. In point of fact, the use, or rather 
the abuse of the two would seem to necessi- 
tate different conditions. We can hardly 
imagine northern races, compelled by the 
rude necessity of life to maintain an active 
existence, taking to the excessive use of opi- 
um. But to races living under different con- 
ditions, especially those whose idea of eter- 
nal happiness is eternal stillness and rest, we 
can easily imagine that the use of opium in 
excess would be especially seductive. But 
here we tread on the ground already indi- 
cated. Between the use of opium as an aid 
and support during excessive and prolonged 
labor, and its abuse as a means of procuring 
a temporary and passing sample of the great 
rest promised to all true followers of Bud- 
dha, there is a great gulf—great, indeed, as 
that which exists between the use of alcohol 
as an aid to digestion and a grateful fillip 
during hard mental or bodily labor, and its 
abuse by one who gets drunk for the sake 
of getting drunk, and to whom the form of 
alcohol is immaterial so long as the desired 
effect is attained. 

There is, however, one point which we 
have never seen cleared up to our satisfac- 
tion. We know this—that men may go on 
all their lives taking their glass or two of 
wine every day, never desiring more, and 
never acquiring the habitual craving for al- 
cohol. They miss their daily allowance if 
withdrawn, just as they would miss any thing 
else to which they are accustomed ; but there 
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is no craving, to be gratified at all hazards, 
as in the true alcoholic habit. How far is this 
true of opium? We have all read of those 
who, from some cause or other, had been in- 
veigled into its use, and that thence the ad- 
vance or retrogression to its abuse is sure and 
certain, however slow. Here, however, the 
drug has been taken for a definite purpose, 
to produce a given set of sensations or im- 
pressions; and to keep these up the quantity 
must from time to time be increased. But 
the point we want to ascertain is whether, 
when opium is taken as a substitute for food, 
or as a means of enabling the partaker to 
undergo unwonted fatigue, this quantity re- 
quires from time to time to be increased, or 
whether it remains the same throughout life ; 
and whether such a use of opium ever gives 
rise to what is called the opium habit. 

But tea, that panacea for all human ills, is 
no longer to escape the lash of the inquiring 
physician. Dr. Heath, of Newcastle, has 
been the last to raise up his voice against it. 
But it has long been a fact familiar to us 
that tea is a most fruitful source of dyspep- 
sia, and not unfrequently one of the chief 
agents in producing the unhallowed craving 
for gin which teatotalers so strenuously de- 
nounce. Among the vast numbers of poor 


women who frequent the out-patient rooms 
of our London hospitals, we should not be 
far wrong in saying that two thirds are suf- 


fering from dyspepsia. This dyspepsia al- 
most invariably arises from two causes—the 
want of proper food, and the abuse of arti- 
cles like tea, which stay the craving for food, 
but which aggravate the consequent condi- 
tion of the digestion. The terrible depress- 
ion which thus results can only be remedied 
by stimulants of a different class, of which 
“gin neat,’’ or “gin and peppermint,” “gin 
and cloves,” etc. are the type, which, in their 
turn only make matters worse; .and so the 
unfortunates go on from day to day, till the 
true gin-habit is strong upon them and they 
can no longer do without it. Unlimited tea- 
drinking is not an unlimited blessing, even 
with the addition of duty-free beet -root 
sugar. ‘ 


FEMALE DRUNKENNESS.—There is a seri- 
ous concurrence of opinion concerning the 
amount of female drinking that is going on 
in all classes of society (Lancet of October 
30th). “ Society’’ journals tell us that la- 
dies only get through the monstrous duties 
of the London season by the help of stimu- 
lants assisted by chloral, and the daily news- 
papers give painful accounts of the drunk- 
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enness of poor women. Our contemporary 
the Newcastle Chronicle paints an appalling 
picture of this state of things in that town. 
It says, “If the police returns may be taken 
as a criterion, female drunkenness is fear- 
fully on the increase in Newcastle. Scarcely 
a day passes but the Bench have a number 
of feminine inebriates to pass judgment on, 
and the number of confirmed cases which 
often come under their consideration is truly 
lamentable. . . . Among the many on Mon- 
day week was a young woman only twenty- 
one years of age, who actually made her fif- 
tieth appearance, and another, aged forty, 
who for the forty-ninth time came up to an- 
swer the charge.’’ Similar was the burden 
of the evidence before the Lords’ Commit- 
tee. We need not appeal to professional ex- 
perience ; it is only necessary to look about 
and notice women of all classes and of all 
ages go in and out of the public house un- 
blushingly, not a few of whom, even in early 
life, present pictures of physical degenera- 
tion and ugliness which might well serve as 
a warning to their sex. 

Whom shall we blame? Society, or the 
legislature, or the church, or ourselves as 
medical guides? There was a time when 
the profession might take a large share of 
blame; but that is not now. The profes- 
sion, by its example and by its advice, is 
on the side of extreme temperance, and is 
constantly pointing out that alcohol can be 
taken only in its lighter forms by the run 
of people without harm of some kind. We 
shall not apportion the blame due to others. 
Our business is to record facts with the as- 
surance, but without the details, of our own 
confirmatory evidence. Ladies should come 
to the rescue of their own sex. They have 
been slower than gentlemen in accepting 
the lighter forms of drink, and still evince 
an absurd preference for strongly - fortified 
wines and for spirit. 


Dr. S. W. MITCHELL, well known as one 
of the ablest of American physicians, finds 
time to indulge in story-writing in the midst 
of his busy life. J. B. Lippincott & Co. have 
just published three of his stories in one vol- 
ume under the title of Hephzibah Guinness. 
—British Med. Journal. 


Urticaria Hepatica.—In the Annales de 
Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie M. Vidal 
mentions that he has twice seen an eruption 
of urticaria, lasting nearly forty-eight hours, 
follow capillary puncture of hydatid cysts of 
the liver.—Jdid. 
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NATIVE PHARMACY.—The following scraps 
are orders, more or less eccentric, which have 
at various times been received from custom- 
ers, showing the ludicrous contortions into 
which drug idioms are put under perplexing 
names: Two rows of shell powders (Ro- 
chelle powders). “I wants Rochelle pow- 
der ; which paper is it that buzzes?’’ Five 
cents of distracted lemon (extract of lemon). 
Sulphur and ink for eye-wash (sulphate of 
zinc). Tyrant’s appearance (Tarrant’s ape- 
rient). Ten cents worth of gentlemen’s mag- 
nesia (calcined magnesia). Ten cents worth 
of Rushing salve for an absence. Twenty- 
five cents of merry-feen (morphine). Ab- 
solum salts (Epsom salts). Globular salts 
(Glauber salts).. Trot-cheese (troches). Cod- 
fish cordial (Godfrey’s cordial). Jaynes’ ex- 
pectances (Jaynes’ expectorant). Guzzling 
oil (gargling oil). Conditionary powders 
(condition powders). Borux plaster (porous 
plaster). Mrs. Allen’s hair reliever (restor- 
er). Salts of demoniac (salts of ammonia). 
Twenty-five cents of pan panashy (pain pan- 
acea). Ten cents worth of suthing for puri- 
fied sore throat. Blew mast pill, frash made, 
fora lady; five cents sea manner (blue mass 
and senna and manna). One bottle of setrat 


of magnisa. One dose of ante-biles pills. 
Please send me ether wirm lossengers er 


wirm all. Sirs, please let me have five cents 
worth of birth amount for the hair (berga- 
mot oil). A dose of blew mast and colusom 
fora lady. Ten sents worth of blow maske 
for the lever. Blew mash and calisser. Two 
blewmas pills, aged 57 years—(all meaning 
blue mass, or with colocynth; and in the 
last it was presumed that the age referred 
to the lady, and not to the pills). Clo de 
pot ass. Sesseuse oil (sassafras oil). Night- 
er a rubururl syrup (Niter and rhubarb 
syrup). Red paccifficates (red precipitate). 
Colballack assett (carbolic acid). Oxally 
gassid (oxalic acid). Grocers supple- 
ment (corrosive sublimate). Gumbberabic. 
Fluckseemeal. Salce of tartar lickrish ; heart- 
sone. Spirit of mourning (spirits of am- 
monia). Une scents worth of esefetedy. 
Tincher of eye dye (iodine). Peculiar oint- 
ment; also merculer ointment (both mean- 
ing mercurial ointment). Poorest plaster 
(porous). Here’s a prescription: Please 
write the infections on the bottle. Salts 
Insina ; all so a little bottle of anaca please 
give the inscripsions (salts and senna, a lit- 
tle bottle of arnica, and the directions. Ten 
cents worth of soda water and slippery elm 
syrup. And many others too numerous to 
mention.— San Francisco Western Lancet. 
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THE Voice.—At a very recent meeting of 
the Academy of Medicine of Paris, Dr. Kris- 
haber read a very interesting communication 
detailing his experimental researches on the 
voice, especially with reference to the inten- 
sity of sound. The paper terminated with 
the following conclusions: 1. The vocal 
cords, generators of sound, when isolated, 
produce only very feeble sounds, the mu- 
sical value of which it is difficult to deter- 
mine; 2. The intensity of these primary 
sounds produced by the vocal cords is pow- 
erfully reinforced by the pharyngo-buccal 
and pharyngo-nasal cavities which act as 
resonators; 3. The vestibule and ventricles 
of the larynx have no influence on the in- 
tensity of the sound in the animal used in 
the experiments, whose larynx greatly re- 
sembles that of man; 4. The voice owes its 
characteristics of “timbre” to the same 
sources as those of intensity with this dif- 
ference, that the timbre of the voice is es- 
pecially determined by the bucco-nasal cav- 
ity, and its intensity by the pharyngeal cav- 
ity, the amplitude of which consequently 
is one of the most essential conditions of 
the power of the voice.—Medical Press ana 
Circular. 


CONGENITAL ABSENCE OF THE SPLEEN.— 
Drs. Kock and Waschmuth, of Altona, cite, 
in the Ber. Ciin., 1879, the following unique 
case observed in the hospital of that city. 
Patient, aged forty-nine, male, attacked with 
typhoid fever. When confirmation of the 
diagnosis was attempted by percussion over 
splenic region, it was impossible to obtain 
dullness. The patient died, and at the au- 
topsy no trace of spleen could be found; the 
splenic artery being also absent. The ab- 
dominal viscera were normal.—Jéd. 


A CvercicaL Test FoR TRICHINZ.—A 
Holstein peasant, uninstructed in microsco- 
pal research, and not possessing the requisite 
instruments of precision, has devised for him- 
self a new test for the presence of trichine 
in pork (British Med. Journal). When he 
kills a pig he is careful to send a portion 
of it—a ham or a sausage—to his pastor, 
and then waits the consequences for fourteen 
days. If his pastor remains healthy, then 
he feels perfectly easy in his mind, and well- 
assured that his pig fulfilled the requisite 
conditions of soundness of food, and he pro- 
ceeds to dispose of it accordingly in his own 
family. This unusual method of research 
has not been considered satisfactory by the 
district physician. 
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THE USE OF IMPURE MATERIALS IN ERECT- 
ING BurLp1ncs.—W. H. Murray, M.D., writes 
thus in the London Lancet of November 6th: 
I have felt interested in the discussion going 
on in the Lancet on the above subject, and 
have been astonished that none of your cor- 
respondents have taken notice of the exten- 
sive use of putrid matter that is mixed with 
the plaster in the shape of hair. My atten- 
tion was drawn to this subject by an outbreak 
of typhoid fever which raged here some five 
years ago, and which was almost confined 
entirely to a district containing a number of 
newly-built houses—a district, it is true, that 
was badly supplied with water, but still not 
to such an extent as altogether to account 
for the scourge, seeing that the houses which 
had been inhabited for a length of time were 
not found to contain the disease to such an 
extent as those of recent formation. These 
houses I may mention, had been occupied 
before the plaster was thoroughly dry, and it 
occurred to me that the poison might to a 
large extent be generated in their walls, and 
have as its origin the decomposing animal 
matter with which the lime was mixed. My 
observations have also led me to notice iso- 
olated cases of typhoid occurring in country 
places where the houses were in a defective 
condition as regards their water - tightness, 
permitting of rain soaking the walls, and no 
doubt setting up some chemical action be- 
tween the lime and hair. That the hair which 
our plasterers use is a source of danger to 
the occupants of newly-built houses, as also 
to those whose habitations are damp from 
defective roofing or drainage is a fact of 
which I am thoroughly convinced, and so 
long as people will be stupid enough to oc- 
cupy such houses, so long will the evil last ; 
but that a substitute for this putrid animal 
matter should not have been invented’ is a 
disgrace to this enlightened age, and one that 
will have the serious consideration of our 
sanitary authorities is my earnest wish. 


INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. — 
Among others the following medical men 
have already announced their intention to 
attend: Prof. Billroth, Wien; Prof. Langen- 
beck, Berlin; Prof. Volkmann, Halle; Prof. 
K6nig, Géttingen; Prof. Busch, Bonn; Prof. 
Frendelenburg, Rostock ; Prof. Reyher, St. 
Petersburg; Prof. Charcot, Paris ; Prof. Mo- 
rache, Bordeaux ; Baron Larrey, Paris; Dr. 
L. Labbé, Paris; Prof. v. Recklinghausen, 
Strasbourg; Prof. Theod, Schwann; Prof. 
Spiegelberg, Breslau; Dr. Benedikt, Wien ; 
Prof. Brandes, Aachen; Dr. Baumler, Frei- 
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burg; Dr. Munnich, Berlin; Dr. Mikulicz, 
Wien; Dr. Fokker, Gréningen; Dr. Bidder, 
Mannheim; Dr. J. Peczley, Buda-Pesth; Dr. 
Waldeyer, Strasbourg ; Dr. Gértz, Strasbourg; 
Dr. KGnigsfeld, Aachen; Dr. Sandre, Oran ; 
Dr. A. Herbert, Paris ; Dr. L. Jullien, Paris ; 
Dr. L. Martineau, Paris ; Dr. Brachet, Aix-le- 
Bains; Dr. Lahuppe, Dr. Chervin, Dr. De- 
mons, Bordeaux ; Dr. Barr, Geneva; Dr. Joel, 
Lausanne; Dr. C. Romano, Naples; Dr. S. 
Giordano, Cannero; Prof. Albanese, Paler- 
mo; Prof. Argento, Palermo; Dr. Keyes, New 
York; Dr. D. W. Yandell, Louisville, Ky.— 
London Lancet, November 6th. 


Ir was THE Cat.—New York Medical 
Record recounts a startling story of diph- 
theria spread by a cat. The animal was 
taken from a house where persons had the 
disease to a dwelling in which diphtheria 
had not been seen. A child soon afterward 
was bitten by it, the wound quickly becom- 
ing painful, was followed by soreness and 
ulceration of the mouth of the true diph- 
theritic type. The disease spread to other 
members of the family, and two children 
died. The mother, who had been previously 
ill of another disease, was attacked and died. 
The inference of the physicians was that 
the cat had contracted the disease in its 
home, and communicated it to the child it 
had bitten.—Afedical Press and Circular. 


MELANCHOLY DeatH oF A Docror.—Last 
week while Dr. Burns, of Tandragee, a gen- 
tleman well known in the district, was at 
luncheon, a piece of meat stuck in his throat 
and obstructed the passage. Assistance was 
immediately rendered, but the obstruction 
was not removed, and death ensued in a few 
moments. The coroner held an inquest, and 
a verdict of accidental death was returned 
by the jury.— did. 


Curious 1F Correct.—At the Clinical 
Society of Maryland the case of a man suf- 
fering from diabetes was mentioned, whose 
urine, every time he ate raw oysters, in- 
creased from 1013 to 1028 or 30 sp. grav. 
Oysters contain glycogen and a ferment, 
and should therefore be forbidden in dia- 
betes.— Western Lancet. 


LEECHES.—Between five and six million 
leeches, costing a million and a half of 
francs, were raised in France during the 
eight years ending 1836. One hundred and 
eighty-seven thousand pounds of blood were 
drawn annually during this same period.— 
Medical Record. 
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A Joke THAT NoAH CONSIDERED TOO VEN- 
ERABLY OLD TO LAUGH aT.—A doctor in 
Scotland made a nerve and bone all-healing 
salve and thought he would experiment a 
little with it. He first cut off his dog’s tail 
and applied some of the salve to the stump. 
A new tail grew out immediately. He then 
applied some to the tail which he cut off, 
and a new dog grew out. 

[This joke has again started the rounds. 
We take it from the Independent Practi- 
tioner. Several medical journals already 
have published it lately, and it is likely to 
erupt in all of them.] 


PELLAGRA IN ITaLy.—An official statisti- 
cal report shows a great increase of this hor- 
rible disease, reducing some of the provinces 
to a fearful condition (Wein. Med. Zeit.). 
Of six million of the agricultural population 
of North Italy, there were at the end of 
1879, ninty-eight thousand persons, or more 
than fifteen per cent, suffering from it. In 
Venice there were thirty thousand, and in 
Lombardy forty-one thousand cases. In the 
province of Brescia, eighty per cent of the 
agricultural population was affected; in Lat- 
ium there were only seventy-eight cases ; and 
still further south, where the maize ripens 
better, and damaged maize-flour is not eaten, 
the disease is unknown.—Med. Times and 
Gazette. 


BEWARE OF CHLOROFORMING WOMEN WITH- 
out ATTENDANTS.—At Oakland, California, 
during July, 1880, a bank-teller, named E. 
F. Shroeder, killed Dr. Albert Lefevre, a 
prominent dentist of that place. It appears 
that Mrs. Shroeder went to the train on the 
day of the shooting to meet her husband. 
Mrs. Shroeder told him that on the Saturday 
previous, while under the influence of chloro- 
form in Dr. Lefevre’s office, the dentist made 
a felonious assault upon her. Shrceder at 
once proceeded to Dr. Lefevre’s office, and 
committed the tragedy. It is believed that 
Mrs. Shroeder’s charge against the dentist is 
purely illusory. Such hallucinations after 
chloroform administrations are common. 
Some remarkable cases exist where hallucina- 
tions of this nature have taken the form of 
absolute conviction in the minds of persons 
laboring under them, although there exists 
abundant evidence to prove that this con- 
viction was utterly unfounded. The coro- 
ner’s jury rendered a verdict charging Shre- 
der with murder. We know of an instance 
in which the presence of a third party saved 


a like imputation against the character of 
an innocent practitioner. The lady, herself 
beyond reproach, still had such an illusion 
after recovering from the administration of 
chloroform, which illusion was only dis- 
pelled by the evidence of her lady associate 
and a servant who were present during the 
administration of the chloroform. 


THE BLACKMAILER. — The Obstetric Ga- 
zette says that Rowell’s American Newspa- 
per Directory puts the circulation of the Ga- 
zette as under five hundred. Yet at Rowell 
& Co.’s request they were notified that the 
regular circulation of the Gazette was three 
times that amount; but then it did not. ad- 
vertise with the Rowells.—Detroit Lancet. 


AND again: Of Rowell’s American News- 
paper Directory for 1880 the Philadelphia 
Med. and Surg. Reporter says it is incorrect 
in so far as the circulation of the Reporter 
is concerned. Further, the Reporter says 
that, as requested, it sent to Messrs. Rowell 
& Co. a statement, sworn to by the printer, 
giving the exact circulation of the Reporter. 
This statement was suppressed and a decid- 
edly lower one entered. Other parties claim 
that they have been unfairly dealt with. As 
these parties did not accompany their state- 
ment with an advertisement, they are unable 
to say whether the error occurred through 
mistake or other reasons.—/é/d. 


LorD LyTToN ON MEDICAL SERVICES— 
Princess Christian, on the 29th ult. opened, 
at St. Leonards-on-Sea, the new buildings 
for the Hertfordshire Convalescent Home 
(British Medical Journal, November 6th). 
Lord Lytton, who at the luncheon that was 
given on the occasion proposed the health of 
the honorary medical officers, illustrated the 
value of their services by the following grace- 
ful apologue. He said in the wise old litera- 
ture of India there was a little story told, 
which forcibly recurred to his mind in con- 
nection with the day’s proceedings. It was 
the story of a king who was famous for his 
virtues, but especially for two which it was 
not always easy to reconcile—namely, justice 
and compassion. A dove pursued by a fal- 
con sought refuge with the king. The fal- 
con, however, who was a remarkably, in fact 
a supernaturally, clever bird—as logical as 
the late Mr. Mill, and as eloquent as the 
present Prime Minister—pointed out to the 
king that he was entited to his prey; and 
proceeded, just as if he were a statesman out 
of office, to impugn the motives of the king, 
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who, he remarked, shrank from the disagree- 
able dictates of justice which caused him 
pain, while indulging at the expense of oth- 
ers in the luxury of compassion. Moved by 
the falcon’s arguments, the king ultimately 
agreed to give up as much of his own flesh 
as was equal in weight to that of the dove. 
Scales were sent for, and the king, drawing 
his sword, cut from his own body one pound 
of flesh. But the dove in the opposite scale 
outweighed it, and the king hacked and 
hacked and cut at himself until he was lit- 
tle more than a skeleton, still without the 
desired result. At last, in desperation, he 
himself jumped into the scale. Then, in- 
deed, did the scale sink, but at the same 
moment the dove and the falcon rose to 
heaven and were transfigured ; and so, con- 
tinued the Hindoo chronicle, the king learnt 
the whole theory and practice of morals, 
which began and ended in self-sacrifice. 
That was the moral pointed by this conval- 
escent home, and more particularly by the 
efforts of the honorary medical officers, who, 
like the king in the Hindoo story, threw not 
merely their purses—for time to them was 
money—but themselves into the scale. 





Selections. 


Chlorate of Potash in the Hemorrhagic Dia- 
thesis.—Alexander Harkin, M.D., Membre Associé 
Etranger de la Societé Francois D’Hygiéne, Paris 
(British Med, Journal): 


The therapeutic value of chlorate of potash is to 
a certain extent recognized by the profession. This 
medicine has not, however, in my mind received the 
attention to which it is properly entitled. Its sphere 
of usefulness has a much wider range than has been 
accorded to it, for there is not in the catalogue of the 
pharmacopeia, according to my experience, a single 
remedy so many-sided, whether given alone or in 
combination, as this crystalline body, the product of 
the laboratory. 

At its introduction this salt was principally recom- 
mended as an antidote to scurvy. It is now pre- 
scribed for throat-affections, for scarlatina, for low 
fevers, for blood-poisoning, etc. I am, however, con- 
vinced that it will yet be recognized as a most potent 
agent in the treatment and cure of all maladies de- 
pendent on suboxidation, or defective nutrition, se- 
cretion, excretion, aération, and molecular metamor- 
phoses. Nor could it be considered strange that im- 
portant results should follow its administration, when 
we remember that the elements of which it is mainly 
composed —viz, oxygen and potassium —are indis- 
pensable to the genesis of healthy arterial blood and 
to the recuperation of its nutritive powers, when after 
making the circuit of the system it returns to the 
heart as venous blood, of darkened color and im- 
paired coagulability. 
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By the agency of the first-named, chiefly through 
the organs of respiration, the blood is chemically 
changed and its vitality renewed by the metamor- 
phosis of the corpuscles, Oxygen is, as we all know, 
required for other important purposes; notably for 
the conversion of the phosphorus and sulphur which 
are found in the protein compounds into phosphoric 
and sulphuric acids, and their subsequent combina- 
tion with bases. The other elementary substance, po- 
tassium, also operates in the circulation as an oxidiz- 
ing agent; for, according to Bence Jones, “alkalies 
furnish, out and in the body, the most marked evi- 
dence of assisting in oxidizing actions.” This alkali, 
too, appears to subserve another important purpose, 
as, according to Franz Simon, “the basic salts of 
potash and soda in the blood serve for the purpose 
of combining with the lactic, fatty, uric, and prob- 
ably carbonic acids that are continually secreted dur- 
ing metamorphosis. (Vide Simon’s Chemistry, vol. i, 

. 152.) 
. To the general use of the potato, which contains 
an abundance of potash, combined with a vegetable 
acid, may fairly be attributed the rarity of scorbutus 
in modern times. To its absence as an article of food 
during periods of scarcity and famine, and the sub- 
stitution of a bread-and-tea or rice diet, I have cred- 
ited many cases of purpura and scurvy which have 
come before me. The late Dr. Baly has stated that 
scurvy was most prevalent in prisons where no pota- 
toes were used. Dr. Garrod, in 1848, demonstrated 
that scorbutic blood was deficient in potash; and more 
recently Dr. Dickinson, in the pages of the British 
Medical Journal, has attributed, with apparent prob- 
ability, the existence of lardaceous disease to a defi- 
ciency of potash in the white corpuscles. The im- 
portance of those elements, considered singly, will 
not be questioned. The consideration then arises, In 
wbat manner do those agents, combined as chlorate 
ot potash, act on the system? This can, in the pres- 
ent state of our knowledge, only be guessed at; but 
judging from analogy, and from the results of obser- 
vation, it may be surmised that, after the reception 
of a solution of the salt in the stomach, one portion, 
obeying the law that governs the action of the nitrate 
and iodide of potassium, is immediately carried out 
of the system by the kidneys, and may be detected 
unchanged in the urine. Another part—borrowing 
the language of Bence Jones as applied to a soluble 
salt of iron—* diffuses into the liquor sanguinis, into 
every texture, into the blood globules and white cor- 
puscles, making a greater formation of hemato-crys- 
talline, and thereby promoting that combination with 
protagon upon which the formation of new blood 
globules depends.” And further: ‘“* By dialysis all 
crystalloid medicines act as directly on the textures 
as on the blood; they act according to their chemical 
power when they enter the textures, and according 
to the chemical and physical properties of which the 
different textures are composed.” The remainder is 
supposed to part with three equivalents of oxygen in 
the blood, leaving as a residuum chloride of potas- 
sium, which is found in the urine as well as in the 
blood, of which it is a normal constituent. The prob- 
ability of the theory of direct absorption of these 
equivalents of oxygen is strengthened by observa- 
tion, which shows that the constitutional changes in- 
duced by the persevering use of chlorate of potash 
are similar to those ascribed by Beddoes, Thornton, 
Hill, Birch, and othér writers to the direct inhalation 
of oxygen gas; viz. an improvement in color, increase 
of vital and nervous energy and physical power, and 
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the more healthful performance of all the nutritive 
and secretory functions of animal life. 

It is, however, with chlorate of potash as a hemo- 
static remedy that we are at present concerned; and 
it shall be my endeavor to demonstrate that in its 
intelligent use will be found a definite remedy for a 
specific diathesis, thus fulfilling within its own lim- 
its the prediction of John Simon, “that the results 
of empirical and popular observation will be trans- 
cended and eclipsed by the positive results of rational 
pathology; that diseases will presently yield to philo- 
sophical investigation what they have refused to blun- 
dering quackery; and that within the lifetime of many 
here there will be a specific treatment of each diathe- 
sis founded on an exact knowledge of the physiolog- 
ical laws of its manifestation.” (General Pathology, 

. 15.) 

i When we inquire what is the condition of the 
blood in the hemorrhagic diathesis, we find that it 
coagulates with difficulty, that it has a soft clot, that 
it is not buffed, that it shows a diminished proportion 
of fibrin; and that along with this depraved state 
of the blood there is a corresponding abnormal deli- 
cacy of structure in the capillaries and minute ves- 
sels, which are easily torn and are wanting in con- 
tractile power and tonicity. 

In this condition the slightest cut or scratch may 
lead to excessive hemorrhage, a trifling contusion to 
extensive extravasation under the skin. For this dys- 
crasis an antidote is needed that shall increase the 
fibrin of the blood, add to its plasticity and chemico- 
vital constituents, and that shall also tend to restore 
the contractile power of the capillaries and smaller 
vessels. That chlorate of potash, whether alone or in 


combination with a soluble salt of iron, is possessed 
of these properties, and has the power of controlling 
the various manifestations of the hemorrhagic dia- 
thesis in the human system, an experience extending 
over more than twenty years has thoroughly convinced 


me. To detail at length the evidence upon which 
this conviction is founded is forbidden by the space 
at my disposal. It shall be my duty, however, to re- 
port some examples of the salutary influence of this 
remedy in several of the most important lesions of 
this group, and my first illustration shall be drawn 
from a case of hemorrhage from the bowels. 

On December 18, 1867, F. C., a constable, twenty- 
seven years of age, of spare habit, residing at Boyne 
Bridge, Belfast, after returning at night from the mu- 
sic hall, found his boots full of blood, the source of 
which he traced to the rectum. Next day he had 
medical advice, and remained under the care of sev- 
eral experienced practitioners in hospital until Feb- 
ruary 14th following, without receiving any benefit. 
He then sent for me. On examination I could not 
discover any sign of fissure or hemorrhoids, the blood 
seeming to flow from a congested state of the mu- 
cous membrane of the rectum. I prescribed rest and 
a mixture composed of one ounce chlorate of potash 
and twenty ounces of water; dose, one ounce three 
times daily. After the first day he began to improve, 
and on the third every trace of the disease had dis- 
appeared. With the exception of a slight return after 
an interval of two years, he has been quite free ever 
since, one or two doses of the mixture having suf- 
ficed to relieve him. I have had occasion to see him 
officially very often since that time. He is now a 
strong, robust man, and he attrjbutes the change in 
his constitution to the use of the mixtere, which he 
persevered with for a time. 

Hemophilia: Epistaxis. A. B., aged eighteen, tall, 
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of florid complexion, engaged in a large concern near . 
Belfast established for the manufacture of the textile 
fabrics for which that town is remarkable, suffered so 
much from a continued dropping of blood from the 
nose, caused by dust from the flax, that he feared he 
should have to relinquish the business. His family 
history is remarkable, his father having been subject 
to many and severe attacks of epistaxis, sometimes 
persisting, in despite of treatment, for a month at a 
time. Another member of the family suffered in the 
same way after the extraction of a tooth; a wound 
on the skin, as by shaving, giving rise to most trou- 
blesome bleeding. Having been asked by a friend, 
in the end of 1864, to prescribe iz absentia, I ordered 
a mixture, which was forwarded to him, containing, 
as in the previous case, an ounce of the chlorate dis- 
solved in twenty of water, but with the addition of 
one dram of the tinct. ferri perchloridi; dose same 
as above. A fortnight after the young man came to 
thank me for his cure. Nearly five years have since 
elapsed without a relapse, save upon one occasion, 
when, having lost a train, he ran a distance of two 
or three miles, when a slight bleeding occurred, which 
was staunched by his pocket-handkerchief. 

Hematuria Kenalis. W. McN., aged twenty-five, 
a saddler by trade, residing at Albert Bridge Road, 
Belfast, of very delicate constitution and deformed 
spine, and subject to lumbar pains, consulted me in 
July, 1863, for a very profuse discharge of bloody 
urine which had troubled him for many months, and 
for which he had been treated ineffectually by sev- 
eral medical men. The blood came in large quanti- 
ties—mixed, but not suspended, in the urine—appar- 
ently from the kidney. The bladder was healthy and 
free from calculus, having been carefully sounded by 
my friend Dr. Murnay. I tried for a time a number 
of styptics, etc. in vain; among the rest the tincture 
of iron; when, on recurring to my favorite remedy, 
and joining to the iron the chlorate of potash in the 
usual dose, immediate relief was the result. For a 
period of twelve years the man was subject to peri- 
odical returns of the affection, perhaps twice in the 
year. His custom was to have the prescription re- 
newed, generally without reference to me, and with 
the same happy result. He was thus enabled to con- 
tinue at his trade and to assist his friends, until the 
month of August, 1875, when, having taken a long 
drive upon a rough road, the hemorrhage recurred 
with great violence, and the attack terminated fatally 
in ten days. I had not the opportunity of post-mor- 
tem examination. 

Purpura Hemorrhagica. I was requested by some 
charitable ladies, in‘the summer of 1865, to visit a 
factory-worker named Hagan, who lived at 58 Mary 
Street, Falls Road. She had been confined to bed 
for thirteen weeks, and been carefully attended by the 
dispensary doctor of her own and the Shankhill dis- 
tricts. I found her much exhausted by a continuous 
drain of blood proceeding from the gums, nose, bow- 
els, vagina, and bladder. She was profusely covered 
with purple maculz upon the chest, arms, legs, and 
abdomen. Her diet had consisted for months ex- 
clusively of bread and tea, alternated with rice, with 
little milk, potatoes being scarce and dear, and not 
having any one to cook them. I advised a complete 
change of diet and prescribed the usual mixture. At 
the expiry of a week, when I called to see her, she 
opened the door herself, quite recovered, all bleed- 
ing having ceased ere the mixture was finished. As 
a later example, I may give the case of Sarah Flan- 
agan, aged twelve, an inmate of the St. Patrick In- 
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dustrial School, Belfast, whom I visited on May 8th, 
1878, suffering from bleeding from nose and gums, 
her body being dotted freely with the characteristic 
purple spots. In her case two drams of the salt, with 
thirty minims of the tincture of iron, effected a cure, 
every trace of the disease having disappeared within 
a week. Her diet was of course looked after. 

Menorrhagia. Miss L., a school-teacher, thirty- 
eight years old, wan and feeble, very tall and deli- 
cate, consulted me for a discharge of blood, which 
had continued, with short intervals, after a menstrual 
period several months previous. She suffered from 
severe pain in the back, from palpitation, and from 
the other constitutional symptoms consequent upon 
a continuous drain. She had tried various remedies 
prescribed by other medical men, without effect. I 
advised relaxation from her duties for a time and the 
chlorate-and-iron mixture. I saw her some days after- 
ward. Her color began to improve, the discharge di- 
minished and finally disappeared. The mixture was 
renewed and taken occasionally as a preventive. 

Hemorrhage from the Womb. Mrs. McS., mother 
of five children, called my attention to a profuse dis- 
charge of blood, which had recurred a fortnight after 
her previous confinement. On examination with the 
speculum I discovered an abrasion of the os, from 
which the blood flowed. She was treated topically 
by the application of strong perchloride of iron and 
by the internal use of the mixture. The case was 
rather tedious, but she always spoke of the sustain- 
ing power of the mixture, and the sinking feeling 
which occurred when the dose was intermitted. She 
recovered in about a fortnight. 

Hematemesis: Hemoptysis. There yet remain two 
highly important lesions for consideration, in the 
treatment of which, when they can be traced to the 
hemorrhagi¢ diathesis, this remedy has invariably 
proved beneficial, especially as its administration 
need not contra-indicate the use of more energetic 
hemostatics, such as ergot of rye, ergotin adminis- 
tered hypodermically or otherwise, acetate of lead, 
ice, tannic or gallic acid, etc., if given at sufficient 
intervals. In cases of hematemesis due to malig- 
nant disease of the stomach, liver, or spleen, and in 
those cases of hemoptysis caused by hypertrophy of 
the right ventricle, in pulmonary apoplexy due to a 
peculiar condition of the parenchyma, or from hem- 
orrhage caused by the breaking down of a tuber- 
cular deposit, and the laceration of an artery passing 
through the deposit, it is not to be expected that a 
constitutional remedy should be solely depended on; 
but when a state of pulmonary plethora exists evi- 
denced by an effusion of blood from the mucous 
membrane, in the absence of pulmonary disorgan- 
ization, and in those cases where a sudden cessation 
of an accustomed discharge, menstrual or otherwise, 
causes congestion of the mucous membrane of the 
stomach or of the bronchial tubes, and vicarious dis- 
charge from either, then the liberal administration 
of the chlorate of potash and iron will be found as 
salutary and satisfactory as in the other phases of the 
disease. 

Having thus presented a few typical cases, behind 
which, had opportunity permitted, I might have mar- 
shalled a host of equally striking examples, I have 
but to remark that while it is the duty and the instinct 
of the physician, after obtaining satisfactory results 
from any remedy, to seek for and to theorize upon 
the modus operandi of that remedy, it is wise, while 
he remains steadfast and immovable upon the basis 
of practical experience, to advance with diffidence 
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and reserve the solution which to him appears satis- 
factory, but which others equally or better fitted to 
judge may not believe to have passed beyond the 
region of hypothesis, lest in condemning the super- 
structure the foundation itself may suffer in their 
estimation. 


Empyema.—Twelve cases are detailed in the 
Medical Record by Dr. W. S. Cheesman, of Bellevue 
Hospital. Concerning the treatment of these cases 
he remarks (San Francisco Western Lancet): It is 
interesting to observe that most of these cases began 
as pleurisy with serous effusion, and that in two at 
least empyema was‘a sequel of croupous pneumonia. 
In one half the cases the whole pleural cavity was in- 
volved; in half the empyema was encapsulated. Sev- 
en cases died, all of whom had been cut; but in two 
death was due to complications, while in two others 
the empyema was a concomitant of conditions al- 
ready fatal in their tendencies. So that in only three 
cases can death be attributed to empyema alone. 
Five cases recovered; two without operation, the pus 
having been absorbed, or having undergone calca- 
reous or other changes. In the one case retraction of 
the side remained; in the other none. Of the three 
others who got well after operation, one recovered 
with only a sinus; one with a sinus and retraction of 
the side; and one with sinus, retraction, and probably 
waxy liver and kidneys. 

In considering these results we are not led to re- 
gard incision for empyema as one of the triumphs of 
surgery. Leaving out those fatal cases in which em- 
pyema was complicated with phthisis, erysipelas, etc., 
three remain whose lives the operation failed to save 
(though one was in articulo mortis when it was done). 
In case 8 the operation seems to have hastened the 
patient’s death. Of those who recovered after opera- 
tion, all have sinuses, and two are deformed. 

Perhaps it is not unfair to hope that the results 
might have been better had the patients not been 
operated on in a large public hospital, where the food 
is poor, and where nosocomial malaria abounds. 


Sulphate of Copper for the Eruption caused 
by Rhus Toxicodendron, Rhus Radicans, etc. 
— A. W. Wiseman, Jerusalem, N. C., in the Virginia 
Med. Monthly: 


For the treatment of this eruption I have never 
used but one remedy, and I have had less trouble 
with it than with skin-diseases generally; it is the 
sulphate of copper. It may fail in some acute cases, 
but this eruption is seldom seen by the physician till 
the patient has tried salt water, sugar of lead, night 
shade and cream, etc., and consequently the eruption 
has reached the mattering stage, as it is called. I 
have no particular strength for the solution. I al- 
ways tell the patients to commence with just suffi- 
cient to color the solution, and gradually increase 
the strength until it produces a slight stinging, and 
to apply it three or four times a day. 

This treatment. was suggested by the following 
occurrence, which took place in my neighborhood 
when I was a child: A negro was mowing on a hot 
day in a meadow where stood an oak-tree, beneath 
which the poison-oak had overspread the ground. 
The negro pulled off his clothes in the evening and 
wallowed over the swathes of new-mown hay and 
poison oak, cut down together, under the shade of 
this tree. He was poisoned all over his body. He 
became a repulsive object. A foul fluid issued from 
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his skin. His disease resisted a routine of remedies 
tried by a physician, who worked upon the case for 
twelve months, without apparent benefit. The owner 
of the negro at last, despairing of his recovery, sold 
him for three hundred dollars, although he was a 
young, able-bodied slave. The owner’s sister bought 
the negro. She bought five cents’ worth of bluestone, 
and it cured the negro, 

When I was a child I got poisoned badly. My 
hands swelled till I could not close my fingers. My 
face was swollen until my eyes were nearly closed. 
My mother, who knew all the facts in the above 
story, sent for some bluestone, and used it as above 
indicated, and it cured the eruption. 


Pilocarpin in Skin-diseases.— Prof. Pick has 
made numerous trials of pilocarpin in affections of 
the skin during more than two years in the Prague 
clinic, giving it internally in doses of one centigram 
twice a day. In prurigo it has not been found to 
effect a complete cure—that is, without relapse—but 
it exerts a decided influence on the pruriginous skin 
by increasing the activity of the functions of the su- 
datory and the sebaceous glands, and causing a ces- 
sation of the itching. This it does when given alone, 
and especially in combination with the employment 
of the usual local agents. The symptoms of prurigo 
completely disappear for periods varying from four to 
thirteen months, and never reappear with the same 
severity when the relapse takes place. In psoriasis 
it is of no use whatever; and it aggravates moist ec- 
zema, but renders great service in chronic eczema, 
Pruritus cutaneous was cured in the cases of two old 
men, but failed in a third. A case of pruritus vulve 
was discharged cured after three weeks’ treatment, 
as was one of urticaria chronica after a week’s treat- 
ment. In alopecia areata no good result was pro- 
duced; but in ten cases of alopecia pityrodes the 
scales became softer and less numerous, the fall of 
hair slighter, and the new growth stronger and better 
colored.— Viertelj. fiir Dermatologie; Medical Times 
and Gazette. 


Dr. Parvin on Remittent Fever of Puerperal 
Women.—tThe reclamation made in your October 
number, 1880, in behalf of Dr. O. F. Manson, by Dr. 

. Hugh M. Taylor, has greatly interested me (Virginia 
Med. Monthly). From that reclamation it appears 
that the malarial puerperal fever, so designated and 
admirably described by Dr. Fordyce Barker in 1880, 
had already been recognized and delineated in a con- 
tribution to the Virginia Med. and Surg. Journal, by 
Dr. Manson, 1855, under the name of remittent fever 
of puerperal women. 

So far so well. But were there not heroes before 
Agamemnon? As early as 1775 Dr. Butter wrote on 
“puerperal remittent fever.” (See Sydenham Soci- 
ety’s Diseases Peculiar to Women, 1849.) 

In Blundell’s Principles and Practice of Obstet- 
ricy, London, 1834, the author has several pages de- 
voted to “hydrotic fever.” Of hydrotic fever he men- 
tions seven varieties, and of one of these, which he 
terms the lingering hydrosis, he remarks that “the 

tient is liable to be assailed with those chills and 

eats with which the disease opens. These some- 
times return at irregular intervals of a few hours, in 
other cases observing for a time the quotidian period ; 
so that for several evenings in succession—say five or 
six—she may be attacked with creeping sensations, 
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slight chills, followed by febricula restlessness and a 
night without sleep. The whole disease will begin 
as early as the third day.” I think a practitioner of 
today, at any rate an American practitioner, would 
most probably very promptly cure a case of Blundell’s 
hydrotic fever, where such periodicity was observed, 
or a case of Dr. Butter’s puerperal remittent fever, by 
anti-periodic doses of quinine. 


A New Physical Sign of Thoracic Aneur- 
ism.—At a recent meeting of the Northumberland 
and Durham Medical Society, Dr. Drummond, of 
Newcastle, demonstrated a new physical sign which 
is likely to be of great diagnostic importance in tho- 
racic aneurism. When a patient suffering from an- 
eurism of the thoracic aorta is made to draw a long 
breath (inspire deeply), and then close the mouth and 
expire slowly through the nose, short puffing expira- 
tory sounds are heard—synchronous with the systole 
of the heart—on auscultation of the trachea. Dr, 
Drummond believes this phenomenon to be due to 
the sudden systolic expansion of the sac expelling 
air from the chest. He has found it absent in cases 
of aortic valvular disease simulating aneurism, but 
has not yet thoroughly worked out the significance of 
the sign.— Med. Press and Circular. 


The Inunction of Castor Oil as a Purgative. 
R. H. Hilliard, M. D., writes, in the British Medical 
Journal: The communication of Mr. McNicoll upon 
this subject, in the British Medical Journal of Octo- 
ber 16th, page 620, bears out my own experience of 
castor oil exhibited in a somewhat similar way. I 
have frequently applied castor oil to the abdomen, 
under spongio-piline or other waterproof material, in 
cases where the usual way of administering by the 
mouth seemed undesirable, and with the happiest re- 
sults. Within the last few days, in a case of typhoid 
fever, I applied half an ounce of castor oil in this man- 
ner, under a hot-water fomentation, which relieved 
the constipation and tympanitic distension which had 
been present, without undue purging or irritation of 
the bowels. 


Tabes Dorsalis Cured by Nerve-stretching. 
Dr. Langenbeck reports, in the Berlin. Wochenschrift, 
a case of tabes dorsalis, in which nerve-stretching, 
conducted under antiseptic precautions, resulted in a 
complete cure. The left sciatic was first operated on. 
The motor and sensory paralysis which followed dis- 


appeared in a few days. Twelve days subsequently 
the right sciatic and both crural nerves were stretched, 
and with the same results. The feebleness which 
marked the first efforts at locomotion soon passed 
off, and the ataxic symptoms disappeared.—Zondon 
Lancet. 


Purgatives in Phthisis.—M. Ferrand, in his clin- 
ical lectures upon Phthisis, recommends that the fol- 
lowing mixture should be administered in a cup of 
tea when it is necessary to relieve constipation in 
phthisical patients (Ze Progrés Médical): Calcined 
magnesia, 2 to 4 grams; manna in tears, 30 to 40 
grams. If this laxative has to be taken often, it may 
be converted into an electuary by the addition of a 
little honey. In this form a large teaspoonful is to be 
taken every morning: Manna in tears, 30 grams; 
calcined magnesia, 4 grams; white honey, 30 grams. 
— Practitioner. 





